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Bridgetown/ Cologne, 31 August 2017 
 

Introducing Climate Smart Agriculture (CSA) and the opportunities of the project 
to small farmers.  
 

Following the launch of the regional project entitled “Promoting Sustainable Livelihoods among Eastern 
Caribbean farmers” on July 13, 2017 in Barbados, the Caribbean Policy Development Centre (CPDC) conducted 
its first series of workshops in Barbados, Grenada and St. Vincent and the Grenadines. The focus for this series was 
to introduce small farmers to the concepts and technologies of Climate Smart Agriculture, marketing and finance 
and the use of renewable technologies in farming. While there have been CSA initiatives in the past in these three 
countries, the high turnout of farmers to these workshops shows that there is still vested interested among small 
farmers to learn about more sustainable methods in improving their farming operations that can increase 
productivity and profitability, while decreasing input cost.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The workshops were delivered through a series of presentations by key persons and agencies in the agriculture 
sector that included project partners from the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), the 
Ministries of Agriculture, and farmers. In addition to the presentations, a video was shown to those in attendance 
that showcased a Barbadian farm which utilizes renewable energy in their operation.  

The project demonstrated the benefits that could be realized by the farming sector through the mainstreaming of 
renewable energy on farms thus contributing to climate change mitigation efforts, sustainable agriculture, 
sustainable production and consumption and food security.  

    

Implementing organisations 
 

This project is co-funded by the European Union 

  

 

 
Project office: Halsworth, Welches, Bridgetown, St. Michael, BB11000 
www.pro-ngo.org 
www.ngo-at-work.org/Barbados 
www.cpdcngo.org 

h  https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/barbados 

“The European Union is made up of 28 Member 
States which have decided to gradually link together 
their know-how, resources and destinies.  
Together during a period of enlargement of 60 years, 
they have built a zone of stability, democracy and 
sustainable development whilst maintaining 
Cultural diversity, tolerance and individual 
freedoms. The European Union is committed to 
sharing its achievements and its values with 
countries and Peoples beyond its borders”. 
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A significant feature of the implementation of this project was the collaborative effort between the Caribbean Policy 
Development Centre and a number of partners who provided technical and other support to the project.  Workshops 
were held at Sam’s Inn, Grenada, the Methodist Church Hall, St. Vincent and the St. Thomas Parish Church Hall, 
Barbados. In total, approximately 46 persons were in attendance at these workshops. 

Presentations 

The workshops begun with the first presenter providing an overview of the concepts of climate smart agriculture 
and its relevance to the Caribbean. With changing weather patterns, prolong droughts as well as the increasing 
frequency and intensity of hurricane systems in the region, it was important for the farmers to understand the current 
challenge for the agriculture sector. Farming needs to become more resilient to withstand the negative impact of 
climate change while continuing to be productive and profitable, contributing to Gross Domestic Product, 
employment and food security. A key topic that was discussed at this stage was that of CSA Compliance. 
Participants were told that while the move towards CSA practices is important, projects developed under that theme 
should not harm the natural ecosystem.  

Avenues for improvement in the agriculture sector 

Presentations were also made on the topics: Integrating Information and Communication Technology (ICT) into 
agriculture, Improving Agronomic Practices and Marketing and Finance.  

 
On the topic of improving agronomic practices, the presenter explained that the way agriculture has been practiced 
in the region and around the world for some time has proven not to be sustainable or even possible in the future. 
There is an urgent need to adapt and where possible mitigate factors to create an environment which can continue 
to be sustainable. Climate experts expect the average temperature to increase and this will have impacts at the farm. 
For example, animal agronomy and fruit production, when temperatures go up at night tomatoes can actually have 
a fruit abortion, the plant would grow and look very nice, but the flowers will not convert into fruit. Meanwhile the 
farmer gives additional water, fertilizer or labour which is wasted. Some climate smart practices and technologies 
discussed were, greenhouses, aquaponics, improved cultivars, new cultivars and water storage. There was a general 
agreement among the participants that improving agronomic practices can have positive impacts not only for crop 
production, but also farming operation. The following were identified as key to improved agronomic practices:  land 
preparation, planting materials, crop rotation, pest & disease control, weed control, harvesting, post-harvest 
handling and record keeping. 

It was also noted that in the region, there are opportunities and strengths within the agriculture sector to optimize 
increased penetration in overseas markets as well as increasing financing prospects. Some of these opportunities 
include capitalizing on the Indigenous markets in metropolitan countries, i.e. USA and Canada, where we have 
large clusters of Caribbean natives and capitalizing on the untapped potential in the cruise ship markets. Strengths 
of the agriculture market in the region include thousands of acres of land available to agriculture, a high number of 
registered farmers, a comparative advantage in the production of root crops and fruits and a wealth of training 
institutions. Unfortunately, some enabling conditions need to be put in place for farmers and countries to take 
advantage of these opportunities. There are weaknesses that exist in the region such as poor management capacity, 
weak marketing-production linkages, hence gluts/shortages and an underdeveloped value chain, inadequate  

  
Water catchment pool (St. Vincent and Grenadines) Bio-gas system (Grenada) 
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investment in production & ICT technology, poor cooperation among producers and loss of climate related events 
and pest.  

The presenter suggested that co-operation among individual farmers in partnership or in the form of co-operatives 
would help them to overcome some of the constraints that they faced.  E.g. It would help them to successfully take 
advantage of market opportunities, also collective action would enable them to successfully lobby for supportive 
government policies.   He encouraged participants to consider co-operation and collaboration. 

Conclusion 

The workshops concluded with participants taking part in working group sessions, where they were asked to identify 
priorities and challenges for the agricultural sector and barriers and obstacles for achieving sustainability in farming.  
They identified enabling government policy and access to finance as the two most important priorities for the sector 
at the moment.  They also made recommendations in respect of strategies to attract youth back into agriculture. 
These included: educating them about the importance, the benefits and the possibilities in agriculture; there must 
be youth friendly policies to address the constraints identified; easier access to land; and the incorporation of ICT 
in agriculture.  

The participants expressed their appreciation for the workshop on climate smart agriculture and they look forward 
to the following series of workshops to come as well as the opportunities that will be available to them from this 
project. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

About the project 
Project objectives 

The overall objective of the action is to enhance opportunities for sustainable livelihoods amongst rural agricultural 
farmers in Barbados, St. Vincent & the Grenadines, and Grenada.  

In particular, it aims to improve the financial and operational sustainability of small scale farming operations; to ensure 
the implementation of sustainable/cost effective farming practices among rural farmers; to improve the opportunities for 
access to finance; to support the implementation of sustainable agricultural practices in agricultural production; and to 
enhance the enabling policy environment for sustainable agriculture. 

Target groups & beneficiaries 

Main target groups of the action include small scale rural farmers, with a special focus on women and youth farmers; 
representatives of farmers’ organization; and private sector agencies working in the renewable energy sector. 

Short-term impacts 

 Improved operational and financial sustainability of farmer operations; 

 Strengthened capacity of small scale farmers in the application of climate smart agricultural practices 

 Enhanced opportunities via Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) for the establishment and financing of 
sustainable farming practices by designing CSR roadmaps 

 Enhanced policy environment to support sustainable agricultural production. 
Medium & long-term impacts 

 More sustainable small scale farmer’ operations and sustainable farming practices 

 Improved management of small scale farms; increased farm income, improved livelihood security 

 Adoption of climate smart approaches and technologies on farms 
 Increased participation of women and youth in the agricultural sector 

 Improved policy environment for sustainable agricultural approaches 

 Improved private investment in the agriculture sector 
 
The project, started in February 2017, will last for 24 months. 
 

 


